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CAMPUS LIFE

#PETSBORO
Hazel
“This is my baby bunny, Hazel.
She is 3.8 pounds of destruction
and spiciness,” said owner
Ansley Moore.

BRIANA CORLEE/staff

Audrey Myers, a senior Marketing major, spends her Thursday
in Statesboro’s antique stores on November 11. This store,
Charlie’s Funky Junk Shop, is filled with old comic books and
colorful oddities.

KitKat
“My cat’s name is KitKat, and
though he is a small and cowardly
boy, he has my heart,” said owner
Kya Dickson.

Nikita

EVELYN SPEAR/staff

Cooler November weather brings out the fall colors on
campus.

“This is Nikita. She is an 8-yearold rescue husky who will do
anything for food or attention,”
said owner Reagan Stamper.

WANT YOU AND YOUR
PET TO BE FEATURED NEXT
TIME?
KAYLA HILL/staff

Eagle Essentials gave out free food to advertise the campus
food pantry on Tuesday. They gave out pasta salad, banana
muffins and peanut butter bites.

Join our newsletter

Page designed by Kayla Hill

Cover designed by Maya Albert

Scan our QR code and tell us why
they have your heart!

Text GAMG to 22828 to join our daily newsletter!

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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LETTER FROM THE EDITORS

EDEN HODGES
GEORGE-ANNE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

From the drug bust at ‘nans to the campus protests to the
abrupt end of the Lunsford era the George-Anne has been on it, and
I couldn’t have done it without my team, who for 95% of them it was
their first time ever touching newswriting. They all really stepped up
this semester, and we enjoyed ourselves.
Now it’s time I mention that we are always accepting
applications, regardless of your major or your experience. We can
make a journalist out of you! Just look at me. I joined on a whim.
If you want writing practice, a shiny portfolio or even a new
hobby, scan our QR code down below. Look at it like freshman Eden
did: What have you got to lose?

Eden Hodges
The George-Anne Editor-In-Chief
Gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu

KAYLA HILL
CREATIVE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

As the semester comes to an end, I want to take this time to
say thank you to our readers. I’ve had a wonderful first year being
an executive knowing that we’ve contributed so much to informing
the campus of important events. Our readership has been higher
than ever on all of our platforms, and that’s because of you. I can’t
wait to see what the future holds for The George-Anne, and I hope
that we get to see together.
The George-Anne Media Group is always looking for more
friendly faces to join our staff. If you have an interest in anything
at all media related, scan the QR code below to join one of our
divisions!

Page designed by Kayla Hill

Kayla Hill
Creative Editor-In-Chief
Prodmgr@georgiasouthern.edu

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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We asked students:

MARRERO

SPEAKS ON NEW
HEAD COACH:

‘The athletic program is
elevating’
BY EDEN HODGES

The George-Anne Editor-in-Chief

Georgia Southern Athletics made a big hire last
month, bringing in Clay Helton from Southern
California as head coach of the football team –
something President Kyle Marrero feels puts GS in
the national spotlight.
“[I’m] getting calls and texts from all over the
country going ‘Congratulations’,” said Marrero.
“It’s big for our conference… This has put us in the
national spotlight.”
Helton, a Florida native, left USC in September
with a record of 46-24.
“We look forward, as a team, to showing you
our grit, toughess, discipline and that G.A.T.A.
mentality that has produced championships right
here in Statesboro,” Helton said in a Twitter video
announcing the hire.
“We just feel like we are fortunate in timing, and
aspect and talent and the person that we know will
continue the legacy, build character and help our
student athletes be the very best,” said Marrero. “The
whole athletic program is elevating.”
Marrero noted that it’s an “interesting time” for
college athletics with athletes entering their own
contracts and now being able to profit off their own
name, image and likeness.
“We were really looking … at one of the attributes
of our next head coach is to understand how to
navigate that [and] continue to build character and
accountability within the young men we have the
privilege to be part of their life,” said Marrero.
“At the end of the day our expectations are that we
have a winning, successful football program and we
feel confident he’s going to bring that,” said Marrero.
Page designed by Kayla Hill

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE
TO SEE DOWNTOWN?
The City of Statesboro plans on
amping up their Downtown area,
extending it down the Blue Mile
and closer to Georgia Southern’s
campus, and they’re asking for
the public’s help in defining what
Downtown is supposed to be.
“We as professional planners
can come up with a plan, but you
don’t engage the public by cutting
them out of the process,” City of
Statesboro Director of Planning
and Development Kathy Fields
said following the City’s October
25 meeting. “The planning process
includes being very inclusive.”
As part of the local community,
GS students have their own
input on what downtown could
potentially look like. A few opted
for more art-based suggestions:
“I
think
different
local
restaurants would be nice,”
freshman interior design major
Emma Osbourne said. “A pottery

painting place, maybe. Just
something fun to do that isn’t a
bar.”
“I wish there was more
exploration of the arts,” english
graduate student Nathan Luft
said. “We should have more
galleries and theatres.”
Some of these answers show
just how disconnected students
are from the area, considering
Downtown is the hotspot for
the arts in Statesboro. The
Averitt Center for the Arts offers
workshops, programs, events and
private lessons ranging from vocal
performance to ceramics, as well
as an ever-rotating art gallery.
Downtown also has a spot
specifically for pottery painting,
called Southern Pottery.
Other students took a more retail
or entertainment-based approach.
“I would like to see a Target in
the area,” said junior Abby Oliver.
“I think it would do well in a town
like Statesboro.”
“Since Statesboro is a college

town, I believe adding venues
such as bowling alleys, fun parks,
and a larger variety of shopping
centers and restaurants would
make this town more appealing,”
said accounting graduate student
Carlisha Perry.
“I think Statesboro has a ton of
chains in terms of food, so more
original restaurants, or even thrift
stores,” Marti MacGregor, a senior
history major said. “Clothing
stores with inexpensive options
could do great here.”
Many of these things, aside from
a Target or a promised Publix that
our community anxiously awaits,
already exist Downtown. It’s
made up almost entirely of nonchain restaurants ranging from
barbecue and wings to snow cones
and cookies.
There are local-run stores
selling comic books, vintage items,
flowers and more. Entertainment
beyond just going to a bar already
exists there.

I would like to
see a Target in
the area. I think
it would do well
in a town like
Statesboro.”

Since Statesboro is a
college town, I believe
adding venues such
as bowling alleys, fun
parks, and a larger
variety of shopping
centers and restaurants
would make this town
more appealing.”

I think Statesboro
has a ton of chains
in terms of food,
so more original
restaurants, or
even thrift stores.”

BY MORGAN BRIDGES
The George-Anne staff

ABBY OLIVER

Junior GS student

CARLISHA PERRY

Accounting graduate student

MARTI MACGREGOR
Senior History major

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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Herty building
reopens after

coffee pot fire

5

Campus
Chick-fil-A

expands menu

BY BRIYANNA THOMPSON
The George-Anne staff

BY VANESSA COUNTRYMAN
The George-Anne staff

All the floors of the Herty Building reopened
Monday after a coffee pot caught fire in one of
the first-floor rooms last Monday.
Repairs from the small fire and water damage
are not 100% complete, but the area is now safe to
enter, and all of the AV and computer equipment
appear to be in working order, according to
University Communications and Marketing.

The puddles have dried up and the trimming
has been snatched off the bottom of walls one
week after the fire. All that remains of the water
damage are the yellowing floor tiles and a few
wet carpets.

EDEN HODGES/staff

The first floor of the Herty building flooded
after one sprinkler was set off pouring 34 gallons
of water per minute into the carpeted floor, into
the hallways and out the doors on November 1.

Page designed by Kayla Hill

The fire was concluded to be accidental and
caused by a coffee pot that was left on for several
days, according to a report filed by University
Police. There was no indication of criminal
activity.
The only effects of the fire were damages to the
property of two custodial members.
All Clean began the cleanup process last week.
They continue to dry out carpets and offices on
the floor from the water damage.

After almost two years of having limited menu items,
Georgia Southern’s on-campus Chick-fil-A Express
expanded past just the original chicken sandwich and
nuggets Friday.
GS’ on-campus CFA has had limited menu items
since spring 2020, only including their original chicken
sandwiches, fries and nuggets. Starting last Friday, the
CFA added spicy chicken sandwiches, milkshakes and
frosted coffees to their menu.
“It’s very refreshing to have more options to choose
from now,” said student Kashawna Watson. “I hadn’t
been coming to Chick-fil-A on campus as much anymore
because I was tired of having the same two things.”
Students are excited about this change and happy to
have a bit more variety of items.
“I saw fruit cups and now they have milkshakes,” said
student Nicholas Richy. “We’ll definitely be going more
often.”
The CFA drink menu was limited to just fountain
drinks, lemonades and teas. The menu has now expanded
to milkshakes, iced coffee, frosted lemonades and more.
“I’m excited for it,” said Zahirah Wilson. “I’m glad to
be able to see the menu and have more to choose from
than nuggets and a chicken sandwich.”
“Milkshakes and spicy chicken sandwiches are always
my go-to, so I will definitely be stopping by here more
often now,” said Kashawna Watson.

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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SPORTS

OFFENSIVE OUTBURST
PROPELS EAGLES TO
ROAD WIN

PHOTO GEORGIA SOUTHERN ATHLETICS

BY DJ CADDEN

The George-Anne sports editor

On a brisk Saturday evening in San
Marcos, the Eagle offense exploded for 38
points en route to a 38-30 victory over the
Texas State Bobcats.
True freshman Cam’Ron Ransom got
the start at quarterback and threw for
125 yards, which included a 48-yard
touchdown to fellow freshman Derwin
Burgess jr.; however, Ransom’s day was
ended early due to a shoulder injury early
in the third quarter.
Justin Tomlin played in relief of Ransom
and continued the success through the air,
accumulating 108 yards, a touchdown and
an interception.
While the Eagles did the majority of
their work on the ground, sophomore
running back Jalen White racked up 82
yards on 10 carries. White also found the
endzone from 19 and five yards out.

RECORD-BREAKING
PERFORMANCE PROPELS
DOMINANT EAGLE VICTORY

11-18-21
Despite the offensive success, things
were not easy for the Eagles on Saturday.
For the second straight week, the GS
punt team allowed a blocked punt for a
touchdown right before halftime.
The Eagles responded on the very next
possession, when freshman safety Tyrell
Davis scored on a blocked punt of his own
early in the third quarter.
“I’m really happy for our kids,” said
interim head coach Kevin Whitley in a
postgame interview. “They played hard.
We made a lot of mistakes there and tried
to give it away, but we found a way to hold
it together. I’m extremely proud of them.”
The Eagles sit at 3-7 (2-5 SBC) following
the win, which still slots the team in last
place in the conference’s East division.
GS will be back in Statesboro on
Saturday when they host the No. 14 BYU
Cougars. Kickoff is set for 4:00 p.m. and
the game will be televised on ESPN+.

EAGLES CLINCH SPOT IN SUN
BELT CHAMPIONSHIP GAME

BY DJ CADDEN

The George-Anne sports editor

11 different Eagles scored on Tuesday night as Georgia Southern
defeated Bob Jones University, 103-51.
The Bruins, who are a Division III member of the NCAA, were
clearly outmatched from beginning to end.
Andrei Savrasov was the star of the night for the Eagles, recording
a career high 18 points and eight rebounds. Four other Eagles joined
Savrasov in double digits as GS crossed the 100-point mark for the
first time this season.
The Eagles shot a record 72.1% from the field, breaking the 34year old record for highest field goal percentage in school history.
“Give credit to our players,” said head coach Brian Burg. “Made
some shots, took quality shot throughout the game… I was pleased
in some areas when the ball did move.”
On top of the win, the Hanner Fieldhouse crowd participated in
the annual “Toilet Paper Toss,” which is when fans flood the court
with toilet paper after the Eagles score their first basket.
“I’m so glad we had a great crowd here in Hanner Fieldhouse,”
said Burg. “There’s nothing better, it’s by far the toughest place to
play in the Sun Belt.
The Eagles sit at 3-0 for the second straight season following the
win, but things get much more difficult this weekend.
GS will travel to Spartanburg this weekend to participate in the
Terrier Classic, where they will face Hampton at 5 p.m. on Saturday
and Wofford at 5 p.m. on Sunday. Both games will be televised on
ESPN+.
Page designed by Kayla Hill

PHOTO @GSATHETICS_WSO/ Twitter

BY DJ CADDEN

The George-Anne sports editor

For the first time in program history,
the Georgia Southern women’s soccer
team played in the Sun Belt Conference
Championship game.
The Eagles clinched their spot in the
final following a 2-1 comeback victory
over the Louisiana-Monroe Warhawks.
Mara Grutkamp gave ULM the lead
late in the first half after netting a header
off a corner kick in the 37th minute.
However, despite taking the lead into the
second half, it would not last long for the
Warhawks.

Just two minutes into the second half,
a shot from fifth-year forward Maddie
Klintworth slipped through the hands of
ULM goalkeeper Hailey Hilock.
Four minutes after tying the game, the
Eagles scored the eventual game-winning
goal off of a touch from senior midfielder
Vala Krisitin Theodorsdottir.
“I couldn’t be more proud of this team,”
said head coach Chris Adams. “In the first
half, we were a little rattled. It took us a
little white to settle in. But it’s a testament
to the character of these kids.”

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu

THE GEORGE-ANNE STATESBORO EDITION

11-18-21

7

HELTON’S FIRST SPEECH
Helton speaks for first time since hire
BY DJ CADDEN

The George-Anne sports editor

PHOTO @GSATHETICS/ Twitter

To be back in an area which I
called home for a long time
is very special to me and my
family and we’re so excited
about it”
CLAY HELTON

Georgia Southern head football coach

On Thursday, Clay Helton held his first press
conference as the head football coach for the
Georgia Southern Eagles.
“There were so many things that excited me
about this opportunity,” said Helton. “The good
lord looked after me and said, ‘Coach, you get
the opportunity to be in a special place with
special people.’”
After spending 12 years in Los Angeles with
the USC Trojans, Helton, a Florida native—
returned to the southeast for the first time since
the early days of his coaching career.
“To be back in an area which I called home for
a long time is very special to me and my family
and we’re so excited about it,” said Helton. “I
can’t tell you the number of people that have
reached out to me and said, ‘Coach, you are
going to absolutely love Statesboro.’”
It was not very long before the press
conference shifted to what everyone wanted to
hear about: football.
One of the biggest question marks
surrounding the hire was around the offensive
philosophy.
Georgia Southern has run a form of the option
offense for virtually forever, however, Helton
does not come to Statesboro with an option
background.
“When looking at it, we discussed having
the opportunity to take our personnel and to fit

our personnel with what we want to do,” said
Helton. “I don’t think anytime you come into
a place you say, ‘Oh, we’re going to run this
system.’”
“Obviously, we have a physical run game
here with some talented backs, a really nasty
offensive line and I’ll be honest with you, the
quarterbacks that are here—Justin and Cam—
are talented throwing the ball down the field,”
continued Helton.
“It’s okay to run the ball extremely physically
and then throw it over everyone’s head,” Helton
said. “That creates explosiveness. So, make the
defense decide what they want to do.”
Later in the afternoon, while on the Georgia
Southern Sports Network’s weekly coaches
show, Helton alluded to the fact that the Eagles
will more than likely run a 60/40 run-pass
attack offensively.
Helton also mentioned multiple times how
excited he was to recruit within the football-rich
state of Georgia.
“I can draw a 250-mile circle around this
town and there are special people that are
willing to help, but special players that love to
be a part of this university,” said Helton. “We’ll
recruit the best student-athletes that help us win
championships.”
“This is an easy sell, when you talk about
Georgia Southern,” Helton continued. “Like
I said, it’s a proven commodity. It’s won
championships, it’s been at the highest of
highs.”

OPINION: GEORGIA SOUTHERN MADE A
HOME-RUN HIRE WITH CLAY HELTON
BY DJ CADDEN

The George-Anne sports editor

Mostly everyone who watched or listened to new
Georgia Southern football head coach Clay Helton’s
press conference could sum up their thoughts in one
word: Impressed.
Helton lit up the room with every answer, drawing
laughs from the crowd of around 100 people.
Page designed by Kayla Hill

The former USC coach had a clear vision for the
Eagle football program, which he believes is shared
by University President Kyle Marrero and Athletic
Director Jared Benko.
Three division titles in the Pac-12, a conference
championship, a Rose Bowl victory and five first
round draft picks. What more could you ask for in a
head coach at a Group of Five school?
We’ve seen several Power Five coaches make

moves to smaller schools following their firing and
have success. Sonny Dykes at SMU, Willie Taggart
at FAU and Hugh Freeze at Liberty are three prime
examples of big names having success at smaller
schools.
While the transition may take a few years and
Eagle fans may grow impatient, the results in the
long run will be far more than what GS fans could
ever imagine.

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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IT STARTED
VS
ITS GOING

WE ASKED STUDENTS TO REFLECT ON THEIR THOUGHTS OF THE SEMSTER
It went how I expected it honestly. A lot of people
probably don’t go to class like they should because
the professors are still so [relaxed] about everything.
The food selection in the dining halls [is] not as great
as I thought it would be. Last semester, they had
a couple [of] different things in there, but now they
don’t really have anything anymore.”

GEMANII PINCKNEY
SENIOR PUBLIC HEALTH MAJOR

I thought it was gonna be pretty
hard because my classes are pretty
hard... I just have this one class, It’s
like a lot of information but It [hasn’t]
been too bad. Next semester will
be going a lot better because I’m
graduating.”

LEXCI ELMORE
SENIOR GS STUDENT

BAILEY BOWERS

SENIOR EXERCISE SCIENCE MAJOR
Interview and page design by Kayla Hill

I thought it was gonna be pretty
hard because I signed up for some
pretty challenging classes all in the
same semester... Not gonna lie It’s
been a lot of studying and locking
myself in my room but it’s been
pretty good. If anyone has Exercise
Physiology with Yarbrough... It’s a
lot.

This semester was different from my first
semester because my first year COVID was still
a big thing. After midterms, no one really started
coming to class anymore. My professors they’re
pretty attentive with like telling us what work to
get done. I feel like they’re more communicative
this semester [and] with everything happening.”

HAILEY CHUKES
JUNIOR GS STUDENT

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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I thought we were gonna get locked back
down again, to be honest, because it got
kind of crazy there at the beginning of the
semester. But I mean, it’s gone on. I feel
pretty okay. I think enough people are getting
vaccinated now that it might mellow out
finally.”

JOSHUA BARTLETT

SENIOR CHEMISTRY EDUCATION MAJOR

9

I actually thought I was going to be
a little more overwhelmed than I
actually ended up, so that’s good. Next
semester I’m nervous because I am
taking some pretty hard classes. So I’m
expecting some really big challenges,
but hopefully I could get through them
like I did this semester.”

I knew it would be more in class and in person things. I
expected, you know, mostly returned to normal. None of my
professors now like requiring masks or anything, even though
they themselves wear them. I think it if it keeps going how it is,
it’ll pretty much be a full return to normal function.”

NORI
HENLEY
GS STUDENT

JAMES HARPER
DIGITAL DESIGN MAJOR

I knew [it was] gonna be adjustment coming
from high school, but I thought it was gonna
be a little better than what I expected. But it’s
very different. Like it’s not high school. When
I came here, I didn’t know how to work Folio.
So the first couple of weeks I was missing
assignments. But the people, the atmosphere, I
can say I like that.”

DIAMOND MCCLUSKY
FRESHMAN GS STUDENT
Page designed by Kayla Hill
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HARRY STYLES
AT STATE FARM ARENA 2021

BY ERIN CHAMBERS
The Reflector staff

If you were near State Farm Arena in Atlanta
on October 27 and 28, it probably felt as though
you went back in time. Thousands of young fans
looked as if they came straight from the Seventies
— many of them sporting outfits they’ve
waited over a year to wear. From pantsuits and
suspenders to fluffy, feather boas, everyone in
attendance looked their best for Harry Styles’s
long-awaited return to Atlanta.
Styles released his sophomore album, Fine Line,
in late 2019 and announced a world tour for the
following year. However, much like everything
else in 2020, the “Watermelon Sugar” singer’s
lengthy stretch of shows didn’t go as planned due
to the Coronavirus pandemic.
Even though fans waited much longer than
originally planned to see Styles (thanks, COVID),
it was, without a doubt, worth the wait. Not even
the rain in Atlanta could’ve brought the mood
down. The show was everything I hoped for and
more.
While waiting for Styles and his band to come
out, the arena was filled with music. Fans cheerily
sang along to Queen’s “Bohemian Rhapsody,”
Britney Spears’s “Toxic,” and One Direction’s
(Styles’s former boy-band) “Olivia.” As I looked
around the general admission pit that was full of
“Harry stans,” there were smiling faces as far as
the eye could see.
Styles took the stage around 9:15 p.m., looking
dapper as ever. In true Harry fashion, he was

dressed head to toe in a red colorblock shirt
and pant ensemble, complete with skinny black
suspenders. His outfit did not disappoint, and
neither did his performance.
The next 90 minutes were full of life. It truly was
a party. He kicked off the concert with “Golden,”
and it just got better from there. I immediately
understood how he was able to sell out two arena
shows with such ease. Styles performed nearly
every song from his latest album, along with
several hits from his first record, Harry Styles.
From what I’ve heard, the first time Styles came
to Atlanta, his performance created a very softpop, folky atmosphere. Reports claim it was very
acoustic heavy. This was not the case the next
time around. It was the best of modern pop and
Seventies rock combined. The crowd came more
alive with every note.
About halfway through the show, Styles spoke
of the now year and a half long pandemic, and the
state of the world this time last year.
“This last year and a half, we’ve all been
through something collectively. Every single
person in this room has also been through
something individually, and it means the world to
me that you’re here tonight. When I tell you this is
my favorite thing to do, I mean this is my favorite
thing,” said Styles. “And in the darkest times of
what we’ve just been through, the thing that got
me through so much was hoping I’d be back up
here some day.”
For many in attendance (myself included), this
was the first live show since the great concert
cancellation of 2020. For me, it felt like going to

a concert for the very first time. I lost my concert
virginity all over again. Harry Styles puts on the
type of show that reminds you of why you fell in
love with music in the first place.
Towards the end of his main setlist, the
revelating atmosphere got even stronger when
Styles performed “Treat People With Kindness,”
his personal motto. Styles danced around the
stage with a pride flag in hand. The end of his
main set can only be described as pure joy.
As for his encore, he played his first hit single,
“Sign of the Times.” I have absolutely adored
this song since it’s release, but hearing it live and
in person under a glimmering disco ball was
breathtaking. A great piano ballad is meant to be
incredibly moving. It should almost feel spiritual.
“Sign of the Times” did just that.
After performing his first hit, Styles then
performed his biggest hit to date, “Watermelon
Sugar.” With the help of his bandmates, the
reworked live rendition of the chart topping song
was funky and eclectic. Hearing the song in all its
glory felt like being at a party on the beach on a
cool summer night.
Last, but not least, Styles brought the house
down with the most rock-heavy track in his
discography, “Kiwi.” The energy from the band
was absolutely incredible, but the energy of the
fans was even crazier, which came as no surprise
as this one is definitely a fan favorite. This was the
perfect song to end the night with.
This was an incredibly special evening. So
special, that for 90 minutes, the hecticness of the
world seemed like a distant memory.

As our current Reflector Editor-in-Chief graduates this fall, we wanted to take the time to say

FAREWELL ALEXIS HAMPTON!

“It has been such a pleasure serving as the EIC for the Reflector. I will cherish this
experience as one of the first great marks of a long and successful career.”
- Alexis Hampton

Page designed by Kayla Hill

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu

12

THE GEORGE-ANNE STATESBORO EDITION

11-18-21

How to: Friendsgiving
Friendsgiving: A Thanksgiving celebration with friends.
BY MCKENZIE KERRIGAN
The Reflector staff

Want to have a holiday get together
with your college mates before you all
leave for Thanksgiving break? We’ve
got you covered. Here are some steps
to throwing the perfect friendsgiving!

Choose your list

When choosing your guest list keep
in mind the more people you invite,
the more food, space, and the louder
your friendsgiving will be. While this
may be easy for someone with a full
house, those of in dorms you may need
to evaluate what your other roommates
are comfortable with and the limits
your RA may have for gatherings. Just

don’t invite them until you have all the
details of your friendsgiving planned!

Choose your location

Whether you have a big or small
crowd, you’ll need a place to host it.
Primarily, the host usually hosts it
at their own dwelling, but if a friend
offers that their place may be better
suited for this occasion, don’t be scared
to co-host. For small gatherings, a dorm
or apartment is perfect however, more
people equals more space. Consider
dining outside in a picnic or small
outdoor gathering for crowds you can’t
contain. For those more serious about
friendsgiving, try finding rentals that
may be big enough for your occasion.

Pick your foods

This is vital, since it is the main
objective of a friendsgiving! Will you
be providing all the food, or will this be
a potluck style feast? For those cooking
or doing a potluck, you will need to
organize foods that are liked by most of
the guests and meet their requirements.
Keep in mind, when doing a potluck, it
is best to collaborate with your guest on
a mini list what each person is bringing
to avoid multiples.

Decorations

It is not necessary to decorate.
Afterall, the main goal is to enjoy time
with friends over some good food.
Decorating certainly doesn’t hurt

though! It doesn’t have to be anything
fancy, even if with paper dishes you
could opt for fall themed plates. Simple
decorations, no decorations, or above
and beyond decorations are all options
you have to choose from.

Send the invitations

You’re at the last step! Send the
invitations out, and don’t forget the
time, place, dress code and sign ups if
you are doing a potluck. A group chat
is sufficient, but if you’re feeling the
holiday spirit, try sending an e-card
invitation for some spice.
Now that you’ve officially organized
your friendsgiving, just wait until the
date, take some pictures and eat away
with friends!

Finals week tips
BY KAYLAN PEEK
The Reflector staff

Buckle up, everyone! Finals week is
approaching, and it’s approaching fast.
Finals season is always a nervewracking time for students. The
immense pressure to succeed combined
with the lack of time left for error is
enough to make anyone feel a little
overwhelmed.
All hope shouldn’t be lost though.
You’ve made it this far with the finish
line in near sight. Here are a few ways to
make your finals week more bearable.

Make studying fun

Make a playlist to listen to while you
study. Change your scenery and study
outside your room. Create friendly
competition among your study group
with a game to test your knowledge.
Reward yourself during study breaks
Page designed by Kayla Hill

with your favorite snack. Studying
can already be a drag. Don’t make it
drearier than it has to be.

Meal prep

Meal prepping for finals week is a
lifesaver, because who has time to cook
when you have two papers to write and
three exams to study for? Doing this
will save time and ensure that you’re
giving your body the nutrients it needs.
Precook or plan your meals for each
day of finals. Don’t deprive yourself of
the much-needed fuel because you’re
pressed for time.

Get enough sleep

You might think you’re doing yourself
a favor by pulling an all-nighter before
your exam, but it’s quite the opposite.
We all need sleep to function at our
best. Not coffee, not energy drinks – real
sleep. Allowing yourself to rest for the

appropriate amount of time is essential
for effective brain function. And what’s
more important than our brains during
finals week?

Don’t procrastinate

Even if your finals are over a week
from now, it’s best to start preparing
now. If you’re thinking about forming
a study group, reach out to your peers
now. If there’s some material you’re
still not getting, ask questions now.
Before you know it, it may be too late to
receive help. If possible, look over the
study guide or begin your final project
as soon as possible. Don’t wait until the
last minute!

Use campus resources

Suffer from test anxiety? Check to see
if you can attend one of the Academic
Success Center’s workshops or contact
the Counseling Center. Need help with

an essay? Go to the Writing Center at
the library.
Check if your professors offer any
review sessions. Georgia Southern
offers many academic resources for
students, and they are even more
available during finals week. Put those
tuition dollars to use!

Declutter & get organized

Nothing is worse than trying to feel
motivated in a messy environment.
Clutter has actually been proven to
increase stress levels in humans. And
more stress is exactly what we don’t
need during finals week.
Wash and fold your clothes. Clear
off your desk and organize your study
materials. Decluttering and organizing
will not only positively affect your
mental health but also check a few
tedious tasks off your already full list.
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AN EVENING WITH

Silk Sonic : review

BY ERIN CHAMBERS
The Reflector staff

If you haven’t heard of Silk Sonic by now, you
might just be living under a rock. The musical
pairings of Anderson .Paak and Bruno Mars
have already taken the music industry by storm,
and their debut album just dropped today.
While the duo released their first single in
March of 2021, the two have been working
together since 2017. .Paak was the opener for
Mars’ European leg of his 24K Magic World Tour.
.Paak and Mars, both successful musicians in
their own right, have come together to produce a
R&B album filled with funk and soul. The tracks
are just covered in seventies flair with hints of
modernity in the lyrics.
Let’s take a dive into An Evening With Silk
Sonic‘s track list.

“Silk Sonic Intro”

The first song on an album sets the tone for
any album, and “Silk Sonic Intro” is no different.
The dynamic duo’s album represents an evening
with Silk Sonic, and this intro is the perfect
opening track. It’s full of charisma and spunk.
It’s the song you play while you’re getting ready
to go to the club. Some intros on albums are
forgetful. This one, however, is not.
Best lyric: “Who y’all came to see tonight?
Who gon’ get the ladies feeling something?”

“Leave The Door Open”

While the intro sets the tone for the track list,
“Leave The Door Open” sets the tone on what
to expect from Mars and .Paak. The second song
on the album debuted as a promotional single
back in March and rapidly climbed the charts. It
has over six million streams on Spotify alone, for
good reason.
This soulful track takes you back in time. While
a lot of today’s pop music has transcended into
an EDM feel with hip-hop features, Silk Sonic
brings back that classic old school R&B feel. The
lyrics are catchy, while the beats and percussions

are incredibly dreamy.
Best lyric: “I’m just here waiting for you,
Come on over, I’ll adore you.”

“Fly As Me”

If you were looking for a new song that makes
you feel like a total badass, look no further than
“Fly As Me.” This song makes me want to put
on my tallest boots and coolest pair of shades
just to strut down the sidewalk. This song will
inject confidence into you via your headphones.
It’s hard to pick a favorite on this album, but this
track is definitely up there.
Best lyric: “I deserve to be with somebody as
fly as me.”

“After Last Night (with Thundercat &
Bootsy Collins)”

While Bootsy Collins is featured on much of
the album, his personality and performance is
shown off on “After Last Night.” The track also
features Thundercat, a fellow soul artist whose
music is filled with undertones of acid jazz.
This song feels like a production. It sounds
more polished than the rest of the album, which
is not to say other tracks sound unfinished. This
one in particular is more smooth, while the
others hit hard.
Best lyric: “Wishin’ on a shootin’ star, say a
prayer for me, and hope it comes true.”

“Smokin Out The Window”

This song is without a doubt insanely catchy.
And the music video? Even better. Since its
release on November 5, the album’s third single
has been everywhere. I’ve seen it all over Twitter,
Instagram and Tik Tok, and for good reason.
The lyrics are as hilarious as they are catchy.
I swear I catch myself singing the line, “This.
Bitch!” (#iykyk) at least 13 times a day. If you
haven’t heard the song yet, please do it justice
by watching the music video for it.
Best lyric: “This bitch got me payin’ her rent,
payin’ for trips”

“Put On A Smile”

The sixth track on the album is a confession
of love over a bed of classic soulful chord
progressions. It is one of the more mellow tracks,
but it still delivers that infectious pop music that
Mars is undoubtedly known for.
Best lyric: “I could be a movie star the way I
play the part like everything’s okay.”

“777”

The bass intro of this song is fantastic. “777”
is definitely more rock than the other tracks.
It sounds like an Anderson .Paak song that
features Bruno Mars. If this song had been out
at the time of the first Hangover movie, it would
have definitely been featured in it. I’ve never
been to Vegas or played the slots, but this song is
making me feel like I need to go.
Best lyric: “Moonwalk to the money like I’m
Mike Jack.”

“Skate”

“Skate” sounds like a love letter found in a time
capsule from the seventies. This is definitely my
favorite track off the album. If you’re looking for
that perfectly cute and infectious song to send
to your crush or significant other, this is the one.
Whenever I listen to this song, I imagine myself
rolling around a skating rink under a glittering
disco ball. The vibes are truly immaculate.
Best lyric: “In a room full of dimes, you would
be a hundred dollars.”

“Blast Off”

For the ninth and final track of the album,
the tempo is a bit slower, but definitely not the
lesser. For an album that was created during
quarantine, it feels out of this world. This song
in particular feels like floating on clouds. It feels
powerful and sensual.
Best lyric: “Let’s tip-toe to a magical place,
blast off and kiss the moon tonight.”

Bruno Mars + Anderson.Paak
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Across
1. Do something
4. Money involved
8. Lasting impression
12. Cut of beef
15. Wheel shaft
16. Goad
17. Drain
18. Drones
19. Steed
20. Soak up
22. Realizes
24. Made one
25. Highway
27. Boilers, in a
way
29. Emphasized
33. Morning moisture
34. Frog’s relative
35. Net
37. States of feeling
41. Over and ___
42. Rise as vapor
44. It’s spotted in

Ache
Albums
Also
Amid
Ants
Apes
Arise
Aside
Assure
Blasted
Bred
Buys
Cash
Chat
Check
Computers
Condom
Crash
Cures
Dads
Dairy
Dated
Dealer
Defines
Dismay
Drag
Drink

casinos
45. They provide
coverage
48. Include
49. Zero on a
court
50. Devoured
52. Was important
54. Responses
58. Croquet area
59. Flower holder
60. Light colored
62. Ignites
66. Guffaw
68. Endorse
70. Gawk
71. On top of
72. Boundary
73. Degrees or
wise men?
74. Cry out for
75. Peace of mind
76. Animal’s home
Down
1. Code type
2. Untangle your
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hair
3. Dances noisily
4. Transport
5. Team members
6. Built for speed
7. Broke in
8. Value
9. Move on all
fours
10. Say yes
11. Clarinet vibrators
13. Packed away
14. Beginners
21. Ballgame bags
23. Hold back
26. Demise
28. Second in a
movie series
29. Train station
30. See the attractions
31. Clip
32. Fantasy
36. Ship-related
38. Smell
39. Plunge into

Edgy
Endorse
Evade
Ever
Facade
Fern
Flee
Fray
Garb
Gene
Glued
Grasp
Halo
Hazy
Heal
Herd
Heroic
Hire
Hood
Hooks
Hues
Hymn
Iced
Icon
Ills
Imported
Kinda

15
Kits
Lambs
Lately
Lemon
Lied
Lined
Loaf
Lose
Lure
Mats
Meet
Memo
Mold
Mole
Mugs
Nerve
Notwithstanding
Okay
Onto
Owing
Owns
Pencil
Pens
Race
Rapid
Rays
Recover

Reds
Revolutionary
Rich
Rips
Rude
Seal
Shoe
Size
Sodium
Softly
Songs
Stew
Stout
Term
Tier
Trees
Trim
True
Unit
Unused
Upon
Vary
Vessels
Warfare

water
40. Lentil, e.g.
43. Gold or silver
46. Cutting tool
with teeth
47. Escalator part
49. Rectangle
feature
51. Desk item
53. “Let’s ___
again!” Chubby
Checker
54. Cooking bib
55. Who might be
to blame
56. Say
57. Playground
apparatus
61. Baker’s dozen?
63. Rock-like
64. Bird haven?
65. Looked over
67. “Maggie May”
singer Stewart
69. Fishing equipment
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